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temple at Ellora, a monolithic idealised rendering
of Siva's Himalayan hermitage, intended to
suggest to the pilgrims that by the grace of
Vishvakarma, the temple craftsman's patron
deity, a replica of the Divine Yogi's heavenly
cell had "been put down for them at this sacred
spot, so that they might be spared the long and
perilous climb to the real Kailasa.
The sculpture illustrates one of the weird
legends of the strife between Ravana, the ten-
headed demon-king of Ceylon, and Ranaa, the
hero of the Ramayana. Ravana, finding himself
worsted in the fight with Rama and his monkey
allies, flies in ids magic car to Kailasa, and
placing himself beneath the mountain, strives
with all his demon's strength to lift it up, hoping
to carry off Siva and tlie whole Hindu Olympus,
and thus masterfully to compel the great god's
aid against his mortal foe.
Ravana is shown in the cavern he has made
beneath Kailasa, exerting terrific force in Ms
effort to lift it up. The mountain quakes, and
Parvati, Siva's wife, startled by the shock,
clutches her husband's arm and cries out, " Some-
one is moving the mountain; we shall be over-
thrown ! " Her maid is flying in alarm, but Siva,
only raising one foot, presses down Kailasa upon
Havana's head and holds him fast.
The rest of the legend says that the wicked
demon-king remained a prisoner for ten thousand